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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Polio and ageing: comment on article by
Sorenson et al.

Dear Editor, lessen the effect of ageing, examin g the
| am concerned that ir ars of the polio study, the rate of thenar loss
findings in a cohor ily higher at 7 Yo };er year.

A pe
(S renson et al, 20-06j ihe
inaccurately cited a study (Doherty et
argued that the rate of motor unit lo a cohot
polio survivors, which they found to be 2.9% annually composite MUNE loss was
over 15 years, is squal to normal au(—md, They describe pr: year). The ios > asymptomatic group
the Doherty et al. (2003) results as "a decline in the was 42.2‘*3 {1.5% pci \/c‘dt) Beuan“ of me ;.mal

ai MUNE counts from a n of 238 to 139 sample, this ditferer 101 statistically
en the ages of 40 and 60 years. This represents  but, nevertheless, the ¢

p’ th“ Eenson ”f’ al. study

contmumg to use their mm‘ or! of

s 1ot roup lost nearly
approximately a 50% decline, or 2-3% per year” three times the num&‘\e ot mo as the asymp-
gbu-'msm” et al., 2006, p 244d). tomatic group, whose loss was similar to ageing, 1.e.,
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The Doheity et al. (2003) reference fou '(‘.lb quota- 1.2% per year. Ihxs sugaests that there may indeed
tion is a supple ' SUNVivor

physiology, which is not referenced on Medhne is not develop new weakness and other symptoms,
i ”rnhn@ and is umhfe ; v from the Mayo Clinic has
{ ahy Libt fary of nﬂ“‘(" i fect on pU‘mf;ﬂh” [SF ik
ever, the article refers back to D‘he:tv an d Brown 7 in the UK, and it is
(1993, In the 1993 study, the subjects with @ mean tnat the Sorenson er al result of %
thena[ MUNE of 288 were 20-40 yearc, and the older 'WU"\JE loss and its reiatxonship to o
group with a mean count of 139 w 3-81 vyears. floss | i
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ment to Uir: Journal of Clinical Neuro- be accelerated motor unit loss in ;JO;!L, 3 who

Doherty and Brown (7993, p 364) make clear that
Tiw- subjects are not between 40 and 00, voriting that Sincerely,
“on average, Suhe ts in their seventh and eighth dec- Dr. Ruth Bridgens
ades of life had about 5(‘@ mwar thenar MUs thf:n School of Social Scm'me:
youngs! wbr\x*“ betwee nd 40 years of a Cardiff U /. UK
In the Doherty and Erown study, the mean age of

the younger group is 3 and the mean
older group is 72. The age gap is 42 years
et al. used an erroneous age gap of 20 y
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groups. This was divided into the crcem‘a e lost
(51.7%}, obtaining a 2-3% loss per year, w ch was

similar to the polio loss of 2.9% . U
(}r-x[: of 42 years, the loss per year is 1.2% per year.

2% is simiar to that found in ot .'_mH\le s,
1S Galea (1996), who found very little increase in ,
r unit estimates with agsin
of loss until after age 70 when * rose to B geing.

wdebank AJ (2006)

of old polio survivors. J
2007 Peripheral Merve Societ 56 Blackwvell Publishing



